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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 21, 24-25 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kumano (US 5,349,629), 

Regarding claims 21, 24, 36, Kumano discloses a data storage and retrieval system 
comprising: 

means for storing contact information by group (abbreviated numbers are stored in 
memory area 18A by group; see Figure 3; col. 1, lines 64-65); 

means for associating said contact information with an associated group with a code that 
includes a group number and a contact number (user enters a "code" by first entering the 
associated group number, col. 6, line 40, and then desired abbreviated contact number by 
depressing the call button when the contact number is displayed, col. 6, lines 53-61; col. 7, lines 
18-21); and 

means for automatically commxmicating with a contact by entering said code (when the 
above-described "code" is entered, the call signal corresponding to the telephone number data 
stored in memory area 18b is transmitted to establish connection with the called party; coL 7, 
lines 21-25). 
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Regarding claim 25, each group can be associated with a plurality of contacts (see Figure 

3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 22, 28-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kumano in view of Sussman (US 5,483,586). 

Kumano differs from claims 22 and 3 1-32 in that it does not teach storing the contact 
information at a server. However, Sussman teaches the desirability of retrieving contact 
information from a server (central telephone directory service provider 1 with subscriber 
information database 2 and central on-line database system 3; Figure 1 ; Abstract) such that it 
would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill to incorporate such storage of contact 
information at a server, as taught by Sussman, in order to retrieve the most up-to-date directory 
information from any telephone. 

Regarding claims 28-29, 33-35, Sussman teaches the requirement of a user identification 
code and password to prevent unauthorized access (col. 3, lines 35-46; col. 7, lines 10-13). 

5. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kumano in view 
of Sussman, as applied to claim 22 above, and further in view of Beaton et al. (US 6,526,129, 
hereinafter "Beaton"). 
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The combination of Kumano and Sussman differs from claim 23 in that in that it does not 
teach accessing the contact information at the server via a web site. However, Beaton teaches 
such access via the Intemet (directory information at central server 106 can be accessed over the 
Intemet, Intranet or dial-up service by computer users; coL 3, lines 52-58) such that it would 
have obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill to incorporate such access via the Intemet, as taught 
by Beaton, for retrieving the contact information from the server via a user-friendly interface, 
such as a web site over the Intemet. 

6. Claims 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kumano in 
view of Beaton. 

Kumano differs from claims 26-27 in that it does not teach sending email. However, 
Beaton teaches communication via e-mail (e-mail button 864), audio message (voicemail button 
862) and conversion between different conmiunication types (coL 5, line 64 - col. 6, line 20) 
such that it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill incorporate such email 
communication capability, as taught by Beaton, within the system of Kumano in order to provide 
the user with an altemative means of communicating to another user. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-36 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the maiUng date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
fmal action. 

9. Any inquiry concemirig this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stella L. Woo whose telephone number is (703) 305-4395. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tuesday, Thursday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (703) 305-4708, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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